Dart Grasses (Well-Separated) (Lothians/Edinburgh) 
Download Latest Version 


e This covers grasses that has well-separated ‘darts’ for its seed heads, however it does not cover 
the large number of rare bromes that are met as occasionals and superficially look rather similar. 


e Grey page refs are: COL Collins Pocket Guide to Grasses etc, HUB Hubbard, BSBI handbook. 
e Species covered in order : 


Wall Barley (3 spp) Hordeum murinum (ssps murinum, glaucum, leporinum) 


Sea Barley Hordeum marinum 
Meadow Barley Hordeum secalinum 
Mediterranean BarleyHordeum geniculatum 
Foxtail Barley Hordeum jubatum 
Two-Row Barley Hordeum distichon 
Six-Rowed Barley Hordeum vulgare 
Barren Brome Bromus sterilis 

Great Brome Bromus diandra 
Meadow Out-Grass___ Helictotrichon pratense 
Hairy Brome Bromopsis ramosa 
Barley types 


e These are either wild or cultivated. The first described are uncultivated (wild and casuals) with 
their smaller ordinary-sized grains, then the cultivated ones (found in fields and roadsides) with 
their larger grains. 

e The grass head is of a dense cylindrical spike of grain, and when you look closer into it you'll see 
it is formed of triples (three one-grained spikelets), and in the triple the central one differs from 
each one to its side. You can see an example in the first species Wall Barley. 

e This triple needs to be examined for: « anther size (if available) « glumes (bits either side of the 
grain) whether long-hairy, short-hairy, or not « if the side two grains are vestigial/absent or well- 
srained « leaf width « annual or perennial (annuals lack shoots without flowers and following 
fruiting will be dying, whereas perennials have shoots without grain heads and stay green after 
fruiting). 


Wall Barley - Common in Edinburgh and east, less frequent in the west - Hordeum murinum - Map - 
COL:82-2, HUB:108, BSBI:498 


e Annual; Glumes: long-haired (see pic), if not see subsequent species; Anthers: 0.2-1.8 mm (see 


SSp). 
There are 3 subspecies; in the native common one ssp murinum the three florets of each triple (top row end pic) are equal, in the other two ssp the 
middle one is shorter, of which ssp glaucum (1 record map) has for central floret anthers blackish, 0.2-0.5mm, <1/3 of side ones, leaves bluey-grey, 
and ssp leporinum (0 recs here map) central floret anthers yellowish, (0.7)0.9-1.8mm, 1/2-1 of side ones, leaves green. 
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Sea Barley - Rare by sea - Hordeum marinum - Map - coL:82-3, HUB:110, BSBI:500 

Annual; Spikes: as wide as Wall but shorter, 2-6 cm tall x 1.5-3 cm wide; Anthers: 1.3-1.5mm; 
Leaves: 1-3.5mm wide and bluey-green to 8cm; Sheaths: inflated, lower sheaths short-hairy 
<=0.25mm; Awns: to 24mm 

e If glume wings (pic) are less unequal and lower sheaths longer haired then see Mediterranean 
Barley following. 








Side-florets have unequal glumes: 
inners basally winged 0.7-1.2mm 
= 3-4 x outers 


























Mediterranean Barley - Annual; Casual not recorded, but possible - Hordeum geniculatum 


STC:1088-K9-N10. 


- Map - 


Like Sea Barley except the inner glume wing is smaller 0.3-0.7mm (= 2 x outer glume's) and lower 


sheaths longer-hairy with hairs >=0.5mm. 





BSBI:496. 
e Looks like a lean Wall Barley. 


14mm. 


( Photo John Somerville on british-wild-flowers.co.uk ) 





Meadow Barley - Rare in heavy soils - Hordeum secalinum co1:82-4, HUB:112, 


Perennial with shoots; Anthers: 3-4mm; Spikes: slim 0.7-1.5cm wide; 
Leaves: upper 2-6mm wide to 15cm; Sheaths: uninflated; Awns: to 














Foxtail Barley - Occasional (this from the Gogar Roundabout) 
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- Sporadically on roads in farming areas, and in or at the edges of crop fields, 
easily found as a crop - Hordeum distichon - Map s.l. (Strict) - - coL-82-1a, BSBI:506 
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Barren Brome - Stem sheaths not very hairy (compare Hairy Brome a little further). Medium 
height, often thick with leaves and spikelets. Widespread in the open, particularly at field and 


path edges - Bromus sterilis - coL:70-3, HUB:60, BSBI:450 
Once you become used to this, if you spot something that feels a little different in size or stance there are a variety of 


very rare Bromes you can look into. 


Great Brome - Like Barren Brome above but more upright-seeming with large darts. Very 
occasional (this from Ratho), on disturbed/waste ground - Bromus diandrus - co 
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Hairy Brome - Tall, leaning with drooping heads of hanging spikelets. Widespread in damp shady 
areas, such as along the canal or river - Bromopsis ramosa - coL:72-2, HUB:70, BSBI:438 
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Meadow Oat-Grass - Occasional (this, Arth 
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Helictotrichon pratense - coL-84-3, HUB-230, BSBI-254 
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Info 


Updated : 2019-01-15 - please check you have the latest version! 
Contact : David Merrick - facebook.com/meteorquake 
Facebook Botany Group for Lothians : facebook.com/groups/lothiansbotany 


All items in this Series : paintdrawer.co.uk/nature/edinburgh/downloads.htm 


